held at Des Moines, after we were a State, was held by Judge Carletou. The position of Judge was held by him until his death, on August 3d, lS.iS.
He was twice married. His second wife was Mary, the daughter of Rey. A. Youiig, who still survives him, with two daughters. His children, by his first wife, died before attaining majority.
As a lawyer. Judge Carleton had few superiors. In the trial of a cause by a jur3', he was quick to apprehend the strong points in a ca.se, and to make the evidence clear to the jmy by his logic, impulsive clo(juence, and honesty of purpose iu whatever he undertook. At the time when he was in successful practice, cases were more frequently' tried and won b.y successful attacks upon the jury than at present. In such trials he was very successful, and was almost always retained on one side of all jury trials in his county.
As a Judge, he was pure in purpose, of incorruptible iutegrity and honesty, with a keen sense of the dignity of his position, holding in contempf any kind of trickery and subterfuge that might be attempted in his court; kind and courteous t(i all. especially so to the younger men of the profession. He was quick to comprehend all the points in a case, and decided them with great promptness, always giving a reason therefor .so clear that the losing party generally were convinced of its correctness. When, however, he was in error and convinced of the same, none wa.s ever more anxiotis and ready to make apology and reparation. At times on the bench he was unable to control his nervous and sensitive organization, and would manifest impatience in trying to listen to a prosy or stupid argument, since his quickness of intellect had comprehended all at a single glance upon the first settlement of fhe points. The occasions, however, were rare. By some it wa.s thought be carried on the bench too much of the technicalities of the law. In extenuation, it may be said that many lawyers of his period were trained rigidly in the school of technicalities; he was well versed in such knowledge, which he used very effectively in his practice. It ought not to be overlooked if at times he could not entirely eradicate it from his judicial acts. In truthfulness, however, it can be said of him tbat with any defects he may have had, bis reputation as a Judge stands fully equal to that of his judicial brethren of the period.
As a politician, he was always a Democrat, and rendered to the party effective aid; hence his elevation to the bench botb in Iowa and Indiana-being a very effective stump speaker, and having few superiors in arousing the masses to action.
The great secret of his success and advancement after all was his severely studious habits and application to business. His most eloquent appeals to the jury, or to his constituency or friends, were not simplj' the impulse or inspiration of the moment, as was very frequently thought. They were the coinage of intense thought and reflection ou the subject, as the writer has been frequently informed by the Judge.
